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meeting to secure the future care and maintenance of their
cemetery. They decided to incorporate their Association
and elect a Board of Directors to draft Articles of
Incorporation. These were recorded as the “Matthew
Kilgore Association Incorporated”. The cemetery was
mapped and recorded on June 1, 1888 with the Sacramento
Recorder’s Office. The Kilgore Association and its Board of
Directors worked very diligently to make all necessary
improvements to the cemetery and to enhance the beauty
of the land. The Association cared for Kilgore Cemetery for
over 50 years with hardly a problem.

Between 1962 and 1972, the Association turned over the
property to Miller Funeral Home of Folsom, California. In
return for the property, Miller Funeral Home provided care
of the cemetery until May 1972 when the 18 members and
Board of Directors decided to sell the property to Howard
Keene and Dale Snyder in hopes that care for the cemetery
would continue. Unfortunately, over the years, neglect and
a lack of interest caused the property to fall into disrepair.
Kilgore Cemetery lay virtually dormant until the City of
Rancho Cordova assumed owmnership in 2005 and spent
nearly $1 million to restore and improve the property, with
the addition of a parking lot and a niche wall for cremated
remains.

Today, the cemetery still displays a horseshoe shaped
driveway lined with elm trees planted in the 1880's as well
as a row of eucalyptus trees planted around the perimeter
of the property. At the City Council meeting on September
6, 2005, with several descendants of these pioneers in
attendance, the County Historical Cemetery Association
designated Matthew Kilgore Cemetery as a historical
cemetery and presented a plaque to the City Council for
placement at the property. Our City Council members are
devoted to maintaining the historic Matthew Kilgore
Cemetery as a revered landmark for its City residents.
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